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The quantity of combusted waste has more than doubled since 1980, and energy production during the same period has almost quadrupled. This is because the In 1986, 1.53 million tonnes of waste were incinerated, and energy production amounted to 3.4 TWh. In 1995, 1.81 million tonnes of waste were incinerated and energy production was 5.0 TWh. The last ten-year period of Swedish waste incineration can thus be summed up as follows: Increased quantity of incinerated waste per year (+18%), significantly higher energy production (+47%), and gre atly reduced emissions (-54 to -99%).
In environmental terms, energy production from waste is fully comparable to (and in some cases better than) conventional energy production with e.g. oil, co al, and gas. The waste can mostly be classified as bio-fuel, and the energy from the waste can be used efficiently in the Swedish district heating networks.
The view of energy production from waste differs from country to country, however. The EU Commission is working today to draw up new guidelines for the incineration of waste. The working material that has been presented shows that the emission criteria will be much stricter and that they are not at all in pro-portion to the much higher emission levels permitted for other types of energy plants. This is due to a difference in the basic view of waste incineration. In nort hern Europe we have a well-developed district heating network and hence greater opportunities and interest as regards the use of waste energy. In the rest of Euro pe, above all in the southern countries, there is very slight interest in waste ener gy, so waste incineration plants are mostly viewed as destruction plants; this me ans that they are not seen as a substitute for other types of energy stations but just as a source of emissions. If tougher EU criteria are introduced, as per appendix 1, the investment cost for the Swedish waste incineration plants will amount to a total of about SEK 840 million for rebuilding and additions to flue-gas cleaning.
